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In  order  to  provide  a  complete  and  comprehensive  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  fourth  annual  convention  of  the  Loui- 
siana Wildlife  Federation,  four  extra  pages  have  been  added  to 
this  issue.  Turn  to  pages  6,  7,  8  and  9,  for  pictures  and  detailed 
reports  on  what  happened  at  the  1947  Federatioyi  convention. 


SALE  OF  HUNTING  LICENSES 
MAY  EXCEED  LAST  YEAR'S 
RECORD  BREAKING  SEASON 


Incomplete  re  turns  from 
sheriff's  officers  and  other  agen 
cies  handling  sale  of  licenses,  up 
through  the  month  of  February 
as  reported  by  Miss  Vera  I. 
Butler,  Supervisor  of  Licenses 
and  Taxes  for  the  Department 
reveals  the  fact  that  a  total  of 
157,053  resident  hunting  licenses 
were  sold  during  the  1946-47  hunt- 
ing season.  The  season  was  not 
officially  over  until  April  15th,  and 
the  reports  are  not  complete,  so 
it  is  apparent  that  when  all  the 
totals  are  in,  the  number  of 
licenses  will  exceed  160,985  sold 
during  1945-46. 

As  it  now  stands,  with  incom- 
plete reports,  there  is  a  difference 
of  3,932  licenses  between  what  has 
been  reported  for  the  past  season 
to  the  official  totals  for  the  pre- 
vious season.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  when  all  reports  are  in  this 
season's  total  will  approximate 
or  exceed  the  past  season,  which 
broke  all  previous  records  for 
license  sales  in  this  State. 

Orleans  Parish  with  11,964  resi- 
dent licenses  led  in  the  sales  of 
licenses.  Second  came  Caddo  Par- 
ish with  8,658,  closely  followed  by 
Calcasieu  Parish  with  8,460.  The 
next  three  highest  parishes  in  sales 
of  resident  hunting  licenses  were 
East  Baton  Rouge,  8,099;  Rapides, 
6,928,  and  Ouachita  6,044. 

Non-Resident  Licenses 
Up  through  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary, a  total  of  526  non-resident 
hunting  licenses  were  sold  through- 
out the  State,  and  this  number  will 
also  likely  be  somewhat  increased 


when  final  returns  are  in.  Only 
annual  licenses  were  sold  during 
the  past  season  for  non-residents, 
and  the  fee  was  increased  from 
$15  to  $25.  Last  season  a  total  of 
406  non-resident  licenses  were  sold 
at  $15  each  while  through  Febru- 
ary 526  were  sold  at  $25  each. 
However,  last  season  also,  a  total 
of  1,681  4-day  non-resident  licen- 
ses were  sold  at  $5  each,  which 
were  not  sold  this  season,  since  the 
short  term  license  was  eliminated 
by  the  Legislature.  However,  as  far 
as  revenue  was  concerned  from  the 
sales  of  non-resident  licenses,  there 
was  very  little  difference.  Last  sea- 
son's sale  of  1,681  4-day  licen- 
ses to  non-residents  at  $5  each,  and 
406  season  licenses  at  $15  each, 
brought  in  $14,545,  while  this 
year,  through  February,  the  sale 
of  526  season  licenses  at  $25  each, 
has  brought  in  $13,150,  or  a  dif- 
ference thus  far  of  $1,395. 

Top  Six  Parishes 

Leading  in  the  sale  of  non-resi- 
dent hunting  licenses  was  also 
Orleans  parish  with  98  closely  fol- 
lowed by  Calcasieu  parish  with  93. 
The  next  four  high  parishes  were 
Madison  and  Vermilion  each  with 
39  licenses;  Tensas  38  and  Jeffer- 
son Davis  with  33. 

In  31  parishes  this  season  not  a 
single  non-resident  hunting  license 
was  sold,  while  last  season  10  par- 
ishes reported  no  non-resident 
licenses  sold. 

Resident  licenses  sold  for  $2 
this  year,  but  the  extra  dollar  is 
specifically  dedicated  by  Legisla- 
tive act. 


HUNTERS  INVITED  TO  EXPRESS 
VIEWS  ON  MIGRATORY  REGULATIONS 

For  the  first  time,  the  nation's  sportsmen  and  particularly  those 
interested  in  duck  hunting,  will  have  an  opportunity  to  express  their 
views  direct  to  the  officials  who  are  responsible  for  setting  seasons, 
bag  limits  and  other  regulations  for  migratory  waterfowl. 

To  make  this  possible,  top  officials  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  are  going  to  hold  a  series  of  open  meetings  in  eleven  key 
states,  at  which  time  these  officials  will  present  the  waterfowl  conser- 
vation problems  direct  to  the  sportsmen  and  listen  to  their  views  and 
recommendations. 

One  of  these  key  states  is  Louisiana,  and  the  meeting  in  this 
State  will  be  held  Monday,  May  12,  beginning  at  10:00  A.  M.  in  the 
Grand  Ballroom  at  the  St.  Charles  Hotel  in  New  Orleans.  The  meeting 
will  continue  all  day  and  into  the  evening,  if  necessary,  to  allow  all 
interested  to  be  heard. 

Dr.  Clarence  Cottam,  Assistant  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  and  W.  E.  Crouch,  Chief,  Division  of  Game  Manage- 
ment, will  be  in  charge  of  the  Louisiana  meeting  at  New  Orleans.  Other 
officials  expected  are  James  Silver,  Regional  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service,  Atlanta,  and  W.  T.  Davis,  Regional  Enforcement 
Officer,  also  of  Atlanta. 

Sportsmen  groups  throughout  the  state  are  invited  to  send  repre- 
sentatives and  individual  sportsmen  are  likewise  invited. 


Short  Term  Non-Resident  Angling 
License  Cannot  Be  Issued 
Except  by  Act  of  Legislature 


The  Attorney  General's  office 
has  ruled  that  non-resident  fisher- 
men in  the  Northwest  Louisiana 
Game  and  Fish  Preserve  must  con- 
tinue to  pay  a  $10  license  fee,  de- 
spite the  recently  approved  resolu- 
tion adopted  at  the  special  session 
of  the  state  legislature  which  re- 
quested imposition  of  a  $2  "week- 
end" permit,  not  to  exceed  four 
days. 

The  opinion  concerning  fishing 
licenses  in  the  state-owned  pre- 
serve in  Natchitoches  and  Winn 
parishes  was  announced  by  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Commissioner 
Luther  S.  Montgomery,  who  had 
made  the  request,  following  adop- 
tion of  a  resolution  sponsored  by 
Senators  Fredericks,  Goff  and 
Hodges  on  the  last  day  of  the 
special  session  of  the  Legislature. 

Should  the  commission  in  charge 
of  the  Northwest  Louisiana  Game 


and  Fish  Preserve  care  to  impose 
a  $2  license  fee  for  week-end 
anglers,  the  amount  would  have  to 
be  in  addition  to  the  $10  fee 
already  required  by  law,  the  at- 
torney general's  ruling  said. 

Action  on  the  part  of  the  state 
legislature  in  passing  the  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  Commissioner 
of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  to 
charge  only  two  dollars  for  week- 
end anglers  in  the  preserve,  came 
following  several  mass  meetings 
and  written  pleas  from  civic  and 
sportsmen's  groups  in  Northwest 
Louisiana. 

The  Legislature  at  its  last  regu- 
lar session  did  away  with  the 
tourist  angling  license  for  four 
consecutive  days  at  $2,  while  at 
the  same  time,  increasing  the  an- 
nual non-resident  license  from  $5 
to  $10. 
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JIMMIE  H.  DAVIS 
Governor  of  Louisiana 


LUTHER  S.  MONTGOMERY 
Commissioner . 
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Long  Range  Improvement  Program 
To  Begin  on  State's  Game  Preserves 


What  is  probably  the  largest 
long  range  migratory  waterfowl 
food  planting  and  improvement 
program  ever  attempted  in  Loui- 
siana will  get  under  way  about 
May  1  on  the  State's  three  largest 
game  preserves,  Marsh  Island, 
State  Wildlife  and  Rockfeller 
Refuges,  it  has  been  announced  by 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries. 

The  program  includes  not  only 
the  planting  of  duck  and  goose 
food  over  a  period  of  five  years, 
but  also  major  capitol  improve- 
ments on  Marsh  Island. 

Funds  for  this  program  comes 
from  the  leasing  of  Marsh  Island 
for  oil  to  one  of  the  major  oil  com- 
panies. The  company  conducted 
seismograph  work  sometime  ago 
and  then  abandoned  operations. 
Under  the  terms  of  the  contract 
whereby  the  State  obtained  control 
of  Marsh  Island,  it  was  provided 
that  any  funds  from  oil  must  be 
used  for  improvements  on  the 
preserve. 

Department  biologists,  following 
an  exhaustive  survey  of  the  ref- 
uges, reported  to  Commissioner 
Montgomery  that  salt  water  storms 
of  recent  years  have  created  a 
condition  in  the  marshes  and  ponds 
which  have  damaged  waterfowl 
food  plants  and  they  have  recom- 
mended the  establishment  of 
water-controlled  sills  and  replant- 
ing of  the  various  ponds  to  hasten 
the  return  of  duck  foods.  There  is 
practically  every  type  of  aquatic 
habitat  known  on  Marsh  Island  and 
the  State  Wildlife  Refuge,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  biologists,  as  a  re- 
sult of  recent  changes  in  these 
areas,  they  give  promise  that  if 
stocked  with  young  and  growing 
adult   plants,    they    will    begin    to 


take  hold  and  that  the  annual 
spring  planting  over  a  period  of 
five  years  will  bring  about  some 
lasting  improvements  to  the  Ref- 
uges. The  principal  foods  to  be 
planted  are  Banana  Water-lily, 
celery,  wigeon  grass,  gray  duck 
moss  and  a  small  percentage  of 
coontail,  Southern  nais  and  some 
Delta  Duck  potato. 

Armand  P.  Daspit,  director  of 
the  Fur  and  Refuge  Division,  who 
supervises  the  state's  game  ref- 
uges, drew  up  the  program  for 
capitol  improvements  to  Marsh 
Island,  which  includes,  in  addition 
td  the  planting  of  duck  and  goose 
food,  the  construction  of  one 
superintendent's  cottage  on  Marsh 
Island,  two  new  fresh  water  wells, 
reworking  eight  existing  water 
wells,  construction  of  five  trap- 
per's camps,  purchase  of  barges 
and  equipment  for  handling  and 
transporting  duck  food,  four  patrol 
boats. 

NEW  SPORTSMEN'S   UNIT 
FORMED    AT    ALBANY 

A  new  Sportsman's  unit  was 
recently  formed  in  Livingston  Par- 
ish and  is  known  as  the  Livingston 
Parish  Sportsmen's  League  with 
domicle  at  Albany.  Officers  of  the 
new  unit  are  as  follows: 

George  Kozan,  Albany,  Presi- 
dent; E.  D.  Thompson,  Albany, 
vice-president;  Charles  Lamentia, 
Hammond,  secretary,  and  Frank 
Olah,  Sr.,  Albany,  treasurer. 

Jack  Autin  of  the  Loranger 
Sportsmen's  Club,  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  this  newest  unit 
in  Livingston  Parish. 

The  common  house  rat  is  a  na- 
tive of  Southern  Asia. 


Four  New  Junior 
Wildlife  Clubs 
Are  Organized 

The  formation  recently  of  four 
Junior  Wildlife  clubs — at  Bastrop, 
Oak  Grove,  Lake  Providence  and 
Crowley — has  brought  the  total  of 
the  organization  to  16  in  Loui- 
siana. 

In  addition  to  the  newly-organ- 
ized groups  in  Northeast  and 
Southwest  Louisiana,  several  other 
clubs  are  being  planned  in  those 
areas,  with  Jennings,  Mer  Rouge 
and  Melbourne  taking  the  lead  in 
the   discussions. 

Perhaps  the  largest  of  the  four 
new  Clubs  is  that  of  the  Bastrop 
High  School,  where  approximately 
100  boys  have  signified  their  in- 
tention of  becoming  Junior  Sports- 
men. Heading  the  group  is  Bobby 
Lamb,  star  football  player  and 
class  leader.  Other  officers  elected 
include  Paul  Robinson,  vice-presi- 
dent; and  Charles  Martin,  secre- 
tary-treasurer. Charles  Martin, 
Sr.,  president  of  the  Morehouse 
Parish  Wildlife  Association,  is  the 
club's  counsellor. 

Guy  Lucas,  Sr.,  principal  of  the 
Crowley  High  School  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  directors  of 
the  Crowley  Sportsmen's  League, 
has  consented  to  direct  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Junior  Club  in  that 
city.  Due  to  the  fact  that  many 
prospective  club  members  could 
not  attend  the  meeting  at  the  time 
the  club  was  formed,  election  of 
officers  will  take  place  at  the  or- 
ganization's next  meeting. 

The  East  Carroll  Parish  Fish 
and  Game  Association  headed  by 
F.  H.  Schneider,  Jr.,  was  instru- 
mental in  re-forming  the  Junior 
Wildlife  Club  at  the  Lake  Provi- 
dence  High   School.    Club   officers 


there,  as  well  as  those  at  the  Oak 
Grove  High  School,  will  be  an- 
nounced at  a  later  date,  S.  H. 
Campbell,  long  an  advocate  of  edu- 
cation in  wildlife  preservation,  is 
the  counsellor  for  the  Oak  Grove 
club. 

With  the  summer  vacations  ap- 
proaching, Junior  Sportsmen  will 
be  active  in  camping,  fishing  and 
other  outdoor  projects.  The  Maure- 
pas  Junior  Wildlife  Club  is  plan- 
ning a  camping  trip  for  it's  35 
members  during  the  month  of 
June,  while  the  Ponchatoula  Club- 
bers have  hopes  of  making  a  boat 
excursion  this  month.  Lake  Provi- 
dence intends  to  promote  a  casting 
contest  among  it's  Junior  Sports- 
men, and  members  of  the  senior 
advisory  committee  are  said  to  be 
looking  around  for  adequate  prizes 
to  be  offered  the  various  winners 
in  the  coming  bout. 

Conservation-minded  citizens  of 
Opeiousas  have  offered  a  $50  prize 
to  the  teen-ager  writing  the  best 
essay  on  why  it  is  necessary  to 
conserve  our  wildlife  in  Louisiana. 
It  is  hoped  that  other  cities  will 
follow  the  example  set  by 
Opeiousas. 


GAME  COMMISSIONERS   HOLD 
MEETING  IN  ATLANTA 

The  Southeastern  Association  of 
Game  and  Fish  Commissioners  held 
their  annual  two-day  Spring  meet- 
ing in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  April  7-8.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  repre- 
sentatives of  Conservation  and 
Fish  and  Game  Departments  from 
all  the  southeastern  states  as  well 
as  by  Albert  N.  Day,  chief  of  the 
U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 
and  other  federal  officials. 

Representing  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  were  Com- 
missioner Luther  S.  Montgomery 
and  Major  James  Brown. 
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GULF    STATES    APPROVE    PLAN    FOR    FISHERIES    COMPACT 


Representatives  from  the  States 
of  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Florida, 
Mississippi  and  Texas  held  a  two- 
day  meeting  in  New  Orleans  April 
10-11  and  completed  plans  for 
final  adoption  of  the  Gulf  States 
Marine  Fisheries  Compact. 

The  Compact  will  be  made  up 
of  representatives  of  the  five 
states  and  will  act  as  an  advisory 
body  recommending  uniform  legis- 
lation for  research,  control  of 
pollution  and  other  matters  di- 
rectly affecting  fisheries. 

Original  plans  for  this  Compact 
among  the  five  Gulf  States  were 
drawn  up  in  New  Orleans  at  a 
meeting  held  several  months  ago. 
The  Compact  has  been  sponsored 
by  the  Council  of  State  Govern- 
ments, and  the  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  has  taken 
a  leading  part  in  formulating 
plans  for  agreement  between  the 
five  states.  James  N.  McConnell, 
director  of  the  Oysters  and  Water- 
bottoms  Division  of  the  Depart- 
ment is  temporary  chairman  of 
the  Gulf  States  Marine  Fisheries 
Compact. 

Attorney  generals  of  the  five 
Gulf  States  have  passed  on  the 
compact  and  at  the  meeting  ;n 
New  Orleans  the  changes  they 
recommended  were  acted  upon. 
It  is  necessary,  before  the  Com- 
pact can  go  into  effect,  for  the 
Legislatures  of  all  the  five  States 
to  approve  it,  and  also  it  will  be 
necessary  for  the  Congress  to 
ratify  it.  The  Legislatures  of  Ala- 
bama, Florida  and  Texas,  which 
are  now  in  session,  will  have  the 
Compact  presented  to  them  for 
approval  within  the  next  few 
weeks.  The  Legislatures  of  Loui- 
siana and  Mississippi  will  be  pre- 
sented the  Compact  for  approval 
when  next  they  meet.  In  the  case 
of  Louisiana,  it  will  not  be  until 
May  of  1948. 

Under  the  regulations,  the  Com- 
pact Commission  can  be  formally 
set  up  when  two  States  approve  it. 

Attorney  General  Fred  S.  Le- 
Blanc  of  Louisiana,  who  is  chair- 
man of  the  state  committee  on 
interstate  co-operation,  formally 
welcomed  the  officials  from  other 
states  to  the  meeting,  and  in  his 
address,  urged  adoption  of  the 
compact.  "Our  neighboring  states 
along  the  Gulf  have  interests  just 
as  vital  as  ours  in  matters  affect- 
ing fisheries  in  maritime  waters," 
he  said.  "It  not  only  seems  de- 
sirable, but  necessary,"  he  con- 
tinued, "that  all  the  states  border- 
ing the  Gulf  and  portions  of  the 
Atlantic  should  enter  into  a  com- 
(Continued  on  Page  10,  Column  1) 


Photo  courtesy  N.  O.  States 
A  group  of  officials  from  various  states  who  discussed  plans  for  the  Gulf  States  Marine  Fisheries  Com- 
pact at  a  meeting  in  New  Orleans  recently  are  shown  in  the  above  photograph.  From  left  to  right,  sitting,  they 
are  Greek  L.  Rice,  Mississippi  Attorney  General;  J.  T.  Hurst,  Florida  State  Supervisor  of  Conservation,  and 
James  N.  McConnell,  Director  of  the  Oysters  and  Waterbottoms  Division  of  the  Louisiana  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department;  and,  standing,  W.  J.  Hendry,  Florida  state  legislator;  Wayne  D.  Heydecker,  New  York, 
Secretary  of  the  Atlantic  States  Marine  Fisheries  Commission;  J.  L.  Baughman,  marine  biologist  for  the 
Texas  Game,  Fish  and  Oyster  Commission,  and  William  W.  Anderson  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 
New    Orleans. 


PROPOSED  FISHERIES  COMPACT  ENDORSED  BY  PAPERS 


The  proposed  five  state  Marine 
Fisheries  Compact  has  been  edi- 
torially endorsed  by  the  New  Or- 
leans States  and  the  New  Orleans 
Item.  The  editorials  in  the  two 
newspapers  were  as  follows: 

GULF  FISHERIES  COMPACT 
(New   Orleans    States) 

Plans  afoot  for  the  creation  of 
a  Gulf  States  Marine  Fisheries 
Compact  should  be  ratified  with- 
out further  ado  for  the  good  of 
this  region's  multimillion-dollar 
fishing  industry.  The  way  has  long 
since  been  charted  by  the  success 
of  marine  fisheries  compacts  of 
states  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
seaboards. 

If  that  were  not  proof  enough 
that  the  compact  idea  works,  the 
Gulf  States  have  only  to  look  to 
an  approximate  counterpart  in  the 
petroleum  industry,  the  Interstate 
Oil  Compact.  In  essence  the  goals 
of   a   fisheries   compact   are    two: 


Protection  and  promotion  of  the 
industry.  Protection  includes  con- 
sultation by  the  state  department 
on  the  matter  of  international 
treaties  affecting  fishing.  Conser- 
vation is  a  major  interest  as  well. 
Surely  Louisiana  has  a  common 
purpose  with  Texas,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Florida  in  banding 
together  for  the  good  of  the  indus- 
try. Lack  of  co-operation  among 
Gulf  states  in  the  past  has  led 
to  Balkan  laws,  ill  feeling  and 
harmful  conflict  of  conservation 
policies. 


IN  THE   RIGHT  DIRECTON 
(New  Orleans   Item) 

The  proposed  Gulf  States  Fish- 
ing Compact  makes  sense.  Follow- 
ing the  conferences  which  were 
concluded  in  New  Orleans  yester- 
day, ratification  by  the  various 
Gulf  states  should  be  energetically 
pushed,  so  that  a  functioning  or- 


ganization can  begin  the  real  task 
of  carrying  out  an  excellent  pro- 
gram. 

There  can  be  no  such  things  as 
successful  conservation  of  marine 
life  off  the  Mississippi  coast  alone, 
with  Louisian,  Alabama  and  Texas 
following  a  wholly  different 
course.  The  problems  of  the  fish- 
eries, whether  these  concern  oys- 
ters, shrimp,  red  snapper  or  what 
not,  are  common  throughout  the 
area,  and  conservation  is  the  joint 
need  of  all. 

We,  who  have  reason  to  know 
that  this  is  "a  bad  year"  for  crabs, 
have  a  direct  interest  in  restoring 
the  abundance  of  this  and  other 
forms  of  commercially  valuable 
marine  life.  We  can't  do  it  alone, 
with  other  states  setting  our  ef- 
forts at  naught.  They  can't  work 
alone,  either.  But  all  of  us,  work- 
ing together  under  unified  direc- 
tion, can  and  will  accomplish  what 
would  otherwise  be  impossible, 
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LOUISIANA  AIDS  WORK  OF  DUCKS  UNLIMITED 


Presentation  of  a  check  for 
$29,092.77  representing  the  initial 
payment  from  25  percent  of  the 
extra  dollar  hunting  license  from 
the  1946-47  hunting  season,  by 
Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department,  featured  the  an- 
nual Ducks  Unlimited  trustees 
banquet  held  in  New  Orleans  Fri 
day,  March  28.  The  check  was 
accepted  by  Morton  W.  Smith, 
president  of  Ducks  Unlimited. 

The  banquet  was  one  of  the 
highlights  of  a  three  day  session  of 
trustees  of  this  international  duck 
conservation  organization,  which 
met  for  the  first  time  in  the  South. 

In  his  presentation  address, 
Commissioner  Montgomery  pointed 
out  that  at  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  resident  hunting 
licenses  were  increased  from  $1  to 
$2,  with  the  extra  dollar  dedicated 
to  three  specific  purposes  as  fol- 
lows; 25  percent  for  predator  con- 
trol; 25  percent  for  the  replenish- 
ment of  migratory  waterfowl,  and 
50  percent  for  the  purchase  and 
establishment  of  public  shooting 
grounds.  He  estimated  that  be- 
tween $37,000  to  $40,000  would 
be  available  out  of  the  1946-47 
hunting  receipts  for  predator  con- 
trol and  migratory  waterfowl  re- 
plenishment, and  double  that 
amount  would  be  available  for  a 
start  on  the  purchase  and  establish- 
ment of  public  shooting  grounds. 
Ralph    Nicholson,    publisher    of 


Louisiana's  first  contribution  of  a  portion  of  receipts  from  hunting 
development  of  Louisiana  lakes  for  the  propagation  and  replenishment  of 
the  annual  Ducks  Unlimited  trustees  banquet  held  in  New  Orleans.  In  th< 
left,  president  of  Ducks  Unlimited  receives  the  check  from  Wild  Life  and 
Montgomery,    center,   while    Ralph    Nicholson,    right,    Louisiana    chai 


Photo  courtesy  N.  O.  Item 
censes  to  Ducks  Unlimited  for 
gratory  waterfowl  was  made  at 
bove  photo,  Morton  W.  Smith, 
sheries  Commissioner  Luther  S. 
of    Ducks    Unlimited,    looks    on. 


the  New  Orleans  Item,  presided  as 
toastmaster  at  the  banquet. 
Speakers  at  the  banquet  included 
A.  C.  "Pops"  Glassell,  Shreveport, 
past  president  of  Ducks  Unlimited; 
Will  J.  Reid,  Long  Beach,  Cali- 
fornia, chairman  of  the  board,  and 
Justice  W.  G.  Ross  of  Calgary, 
Canada,  president  of  the  Ducks 
Unlimited  Canadian  affiliate. 

President  Smith  declared  in  his 


annual  report  that  a  record  sum 
of  $300,000  was  appropriated  by 
the  board  of  trustees  to  promote 
field  work  in  Western  Canada. 
Another  DU  record  was  shattered, 
he  said,  when  the  organization's 
income  reached  a  total  of  $442,639 
in  February. 

Address  of  welcome  to  the  visi- 
tors was  extended  by  Mayor  Mor- 
rison of  New  Orleans. 


Outstanding    industrialists    and    business    tycoons  from   all    parts   of  the   nat 
limited    meeting    in    New    Orleans    in    March.    Plans   were   made  fo~   :- 
The   above   photo  taken    in   the  St.   Charles    Hotel    in    New    Orleans 
one   of   their    business   sessions. 


jn  attended  the  Ducks  Un- 
:asing  the  activity  of  the  organization, 
s    the    trustees    just    before    they    begin 


At  the  annual  election  of  offi- 
cers, Mr.  Smith,  Minneapolis 
sportsman  and  business-man  was 
re-elected  president  of  Ducks  Un- 
limited. The  board  also  re-elected 
George  W.  Mason,  Detroit,  treas- 
urer; E.  Herrick  Low,  New  York, 
assistant  treasurer;  William  R. 
O'Donnell,  Chicago,  secretary,  and 
Will  J.  Reid,  Long  Beach,  Cali- 
fornia, its  chairman. 

Vice-presidents  re-named  were 
John  B.  Coleman,  San  Francisco, 
Pacific  region;  George  T.  Hansen, 
Salt  Lake  City,  West  central 
region;  Roland  M.  Hoerr,  St.  Louis, 
Mississippi  region;  Robert  A.  Lee- 
son,  Boston,  North  Atlantic  region; 
Glenn  L.  Martin,  Baltimore,  Mid- 
dle Atlantic  region;  S.  W.  Richard- 
son, Fort  Worth,  Gulf  region;  and 
Stuart  Logan,  Chicago,  vice-presi- 
dent at  large. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  others 
who  were  in  attendance  at  the  New 
Orleans  meeting  were  Arthur  M. 
Bartley,  New  York,  DU  manager, 
and  Ray  E.  Benson,  New  York, 
executive  secretary. 


OPELOUSAS   WILDLIFE   CLUB 
RE-ELECTS   OFFICERS 

E.  E.  Pavy  was  re-elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Opelousas  Wildlife 
Association  at  a  meeting  of  the 
club  held  March  19th.  Edward  G. 
Burleigh  was  re-elected  vice-presi- 
dent and  A.  K.  Smith,  Jr.,  was  re- 
elected secretary. 
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MIGRATORY  WATERFOWL  REPORT  FROM  1941-1947 

By  MAJOR  JAMES  BROWN, 
Director,   Fish   and  Game   Division 

(All  figures  for  the  1946-47  season  are  not  available  at  this  time.    The  record  below  for  1946-47  is,  therefore,  preliminary.) 


Season 


No. 
Days 


Limit 


No. 
Clubs 


No. 
Guns 


Ducks 

Duck  Stamps 

Hntg.  Lie. 

Average 

&  Geese 

Sold  in 

Sold  in 

Kill 

Killed 

Louisiana 

Louisiana 

Per  Gun 

48,904 

45,102 

146,648 

7.64 

50,164 

44,252 

131,009 

8.27 

59,075 

35,199 

94,609 

8.45 

82,474 

44,893 

124,485 

10.17 

80,599 

57,740 

163,072 

7.96 

32,506 

53,592 

150,252 

5.02 

1941-42  60  10  30  6,398 

1942-43  70  10  23  6,063 

1943-44  70  10  25  6,992 

1944-45  80  15  26  7,867 

1945-46  80  10  31  10,117 

1946-47  45  7  30  6,439 

Estimated  Guns  and  Kill  on  Ducks  and  Geese  for  Entire  State 

1941-42  Probable  guns  entire  State — 225,510 

1942-43  Probable  guns  entire  State — 221,260 

1943-44  Probable  guns  entire  State — 175,995 

1944-45  Probable  guns  entire  State — 224,465 

1945-46  Probable  guns  entire  State — 288,700 

1946-47  Probable  guns  entire  State — 267,960 


Probable  State  Kill — 1,046,366 
Probable  State  Kill — 1,166,040 
Probable  State  Kill —  959,193 
Probable  State  Kill — 1,609,414 
Probable  State  Kill — 1,431,952 
Probable   State   Kill —    609,239 


Species 


KILL  BY  SPECIES 


11)44-45  1945-46 


Mallards.. 
Pintails... 


Gadwalls 

Widgeon  

Green-winged  Teal 

Blue-winged  Teal 

Spoonbill 

Redhead 

Canvasback 

Scaup  or  "Dos  Gris" 

Ringneck  Duck 

Bufflehead  "Butterball" 

Coot 

Snow  Goose 

Blue  Goose 

White-fronted  Goose 

Canada  Goose.: 

Miscellaneous 


TOTAL , 

The  above  statistics  tell  their 
own  story.  The  figures  on  the  re- 
ported clubs  are  actual  figures. 
The  numbers  on  the  probable  guns 
and  the  probable  state  kill  should 
only  be  used  to  show  the  trend. 
I  used  the  same  factors  in  compil- 
ing the  figures  for  each  season.  In 
the  above  figures  I  placed  the  bag 
limit  for  1944-45  at  fifteen.  This 
bag  limit  of  fifteen  applied  only 
to  mallard,  pintail  and  widgeon, 
but  it  will  be  noted  in  the  kill  by 
species  that  the  mallard,  pintail 
and  widgeon  comprised  approxi- 
mately 75  %  of  the  total  kill. 

Reports  from  all  over  the  con- 
tinent present  a  most  confusing 
picture.  At  this  time,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  the  East  coast  and  the 


Mississippi  flyways  had  the  great- 
est loss  in  numbers  of  ducks  pres- 
ent during  the  1496-47  season. 
The  spring  flight  of  1947,  from 
Louisiana  to  the  North,  has  been 
way  below  the  numbers  present  in 
Louisiana  during  the  later  part  of 
February  and  March  of  1946.  The 
only  bright  spots  in  the  migratory 
waterfowl  picture  seem  to  come 
from  the  Central  and  Pacific  coast 
flyways.  There  is  no  question  in 
my  mind  that  the  combination  of 
too  much  shooting  and  too  much 
human  activity  in  our  concentra- 
tion areas  are  responsible  for  the 
tremendous  drop  in  the  numbers 
of  ducks  that  migrated  to  Louisi- 
ana and  remained  with  us  during 
the  last  season.    It  was  also  true 


18,649 
9,694 
2,836 
1,700 
2,016 

894 
1,107 

172 

444 
2,509 
3,081 

273 
3,242 

266 

1,475 

46 

417 
3,325 

52,146 


22,915 
11,296 

3,008 
824 

1,782 
924 

1,559 
296 
956 
379 

2,864 
123 

2,874 

193 

688 

58 

472 

1,828 

53,039 


31,155 

10,958 

5,551 

1,243 

1,156 

1,537 

1,753 

327 

582 

403 

2,341 

207 

2,658 

105 

662 

21 

294 

780 

61,733 


that  the  increased  activity  in  our 
marshes  has  also  ruined  large 
areas  that  formerly  produced  the 
duck  foods  for  which  our  coastal 
area  is  noted.  However,  this  past 
season  we  had  plenty  of  water  and 
plenty  of  feed,  in  our  coastal  area 
alone,  that  would  have  supported 
many  times  the  numbers  of  ducks 
that  we  had  during  this  past  sea- 
son. Whether  we  have  a  closed 
season  or  more  drastic  regulations, 
it  is  up  to  the  duck  hunters  of 
Louisiana  to  realize  that  our  only 
hopes  for  the  future  increase  in 
our  migratory  waterfowl  will  re- 
main in  the  hands  of  the  duck  hun- 
ters of  this  continent.  The  reports 
from  the  breeding  grounds  in 
Canada    indicate    excellent    water 


40,128 

12,458 

5,120 

2,099 

4,810 

3,269 

3,146 

187 

261 

1,246 

5,102 

224 

1,629 

621 

2,277 

129 

496 

971 

84,173 


34,066 

15,171 

4,930 

1,817 

3,645 

2,949 

1,677 

288 

313 

7,150 

5,590 

210 

3,702 

365 

1,909 

94 

401 

24 

84,301 


14,085 

4,873 

2,629 

1,122 

1,866 

1,507 

1,413 

106 

103 

1,250 

2,461 

244 

1,442 

114 

687 

7 

6 

33 

33,948 


conditions  for  this  spring,  but 
those  water  conditions  will  be  of 
little  use  if  we  don't  send  back  the 
breeding  stock  to  use  them. 

26  DUCK   HUNTERS 

FINED   IN   FEDERAL  COURT 

Louisiana  duck  hunters  are 
warned  to  keep  posted  on  federal 
regulations  governing  that  popular 
sport  come  next  winter — or  else 
keep  more  wary  eye  out  for  game 
wardens. 

Twenty-six  offenders  paid  fines 
of  $75  each  for  violation  of  migra- 
tory game  statutes  at  a  federal 
court  session  held  in  Monroe  the 
first  part  of  April  presided  over 
by  Federal  Judge  Ben  C.  Dawkins. 
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SPORTSMEN  ADOPT  FAR-REACHING  PROGRAM 


The  Louisian  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion, at  the  conclusion  of  its  fourth 
annual  convention  Sunday 
April  13  at  Alexandria,  adopted  a 
score  of  resolutions  and  a  far- 
reaching  program  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  wildlife  conservation 
movement  in  the   State. 

Principal  points  in  the  program 
include: 

(1)  Immediate  strengthen- 
ing of  the  Federation,  with 
units  in  each  of  the  64  par- 
ishes; goal  of  50,000  mem- 
bers by  end  of  year,  and  em- 
ployment of  full  time  execu- 
tive   secretary. 

(2)  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment to  provide  for  a  non- 
political  commission  of  repre- 
sentative people  from  all  parts 
of     State     to     administer     fish 

Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries. 

(3)  Closer  cooperation  with 
commercial   fishing  interests. 

.  The  above  program  was  dis- 
cussed frequently  during  the 
course  of  the  two-day  convention 
by  various  speakers,  and  also  were 
embodied  in  formal  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Federation. 
Resolutions  Adopted 
Other  resolutions  adopted  were 
as  follows: 

(1)  Endorsed  bill  introduced  in 
Congress  by  Representative  James 
Domengeaux  of  the  Third  Congres- 
sional District  asking  for  an  ap- 
propriation of  twenty-five  million 
dollars  for  water  hyacinth  work. 

(2)  Endorsed  the  Mondt-Spence 
stream  pollution  bill  now  before 
Congress. 

(3)  Oppose  commercial  dredg- 
ing of  streams. 

(4)  Requests  increase  in  num- 
ber of  federal  game  agents  for 
Louisiana. 

(5)  Memorialize  the  U.  S.  De- 
partments of  Agriculture  and  In- 
terior for  assistance  in  bringing 
about  an  early  end  to  indiscrimi- 
nate and  wanton  stream  pollution 
practices. 

(6)  Request  Louisiana  Stream 
Control  Commission  and  State  De- 
partment of  Health  to  put  an  end 
to  practice  of  dumping  raw  sewer- 
age, oil  field,  industrial  and  agri- 
cultural wastes  into  waters  of 
State  when  it  is  against  health  or 
welfare  of  people  of  the  State. 

(7)  Favor  constitutional  amend- 
ment to  create  Louisiana  Water 
Control  Board  consisting  of  five 
members  to  remove  stream  pollu- 


tion control  from  politics.  Mem- 
bers to  be  appointed  as  follows: 
One  to  be  dean  of  College  of  Agri- 
culture of  L.S.U.,  one  to  be  Presi- 


While  the  Federation 
adopted  a  score  of  resolutions 
and  recommendations,  there 
were  some  that  were  defeated 
either  in  committee  or  on  the 
floor  of  the  convention. 
Among  these  were: 

Propose  killing  of  does  in 
sections  where  they  are  num- 
erous; shorten  season  and  re- 
duce bag  limits  on  quail; 
require  every  Louisiana  resi- 
dent to  purchase  angling  li- 
cense regardless  of  type  of 
tackle  (only  those  using 
and  reel  are  now 
purchase  angling  licenses); 
shorten  season  on  quail  for 
non-residents,  request  short 
i   snipe. 


d 
ired  to 


dent  of  Board  of  Health,  one  to 
be  Commissioner  of  Conservation, 
and  two  to  be  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor from  list  of  names  submitted 
by  Louisiana  Farm  Bureau  and 
Louisiana  Manufacturers  Associa- 
tion. 

(8)  Favor  increase  of  bag  and 
possession  limit  on  Blue  and  Snow 
Geese  next  season  for  Mississippi 
Flyway. 

(9)  Recommend  opening  of  sea- 
son on  Woodcock  not  earlier  than 
January  5,  instead  of  December  15 
as  at  present. 

(10)  Request   that   Department 


of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  con- 
tinue its  efforts  in  quail  propaga- 
tion and  restoration  work  and  a 
recommendation  that  all  quail 
liberated  be  banded.  Also  that  cost 
of  rearing  quail  be  included  in 
Department's  biennial  report. 

(11)  Favor  an  increase  in 
salaries  of  Louisiana's  wild- 
life   enforcement    agents. 

(12)  Commend  proposed 
predator  control  program  of 
Department. 

(13)  Propose  reduction  of  open 
season  on  rabbits  to  begin  No- 
vember 1st  and  end  February  20th, 
instead  of  present  season  dates  of 
October  1  to  March  1,  and  provide 
ban  on  sale  of  rabbits  in  open 
market  to  apply  to  all  rabbits 
whether  taken  in  or  out  of  the 
State. 

(14)  Oppose  use  of  any  and  all 
drag  seines  by  commercial  fisher- 
men in  all  waters  of  State  less 
than  10  feet  in  depth,  which  would 
not  apply  against  use  of  seines  20 
feet  or  less  in  length  used  by  sport 
fishermen  and  fishing  camp  opera- 
tors to  procure  minnows  for  bait. 

(15)  Propose  closed  season  on 
all  alligators  in  Louisiana. 

(16)  Request  Department  of 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  to  strictly 
enforce  law  against  use  of  illegal 
nets  and  seines. 

(17)  Recommend  adoption 
of  Conservation  Pledge  by  all 
sportsmen  clubs  in  State  and 
suggest    that    such    pledge    be 


printed  on  back  of  Federation 
membership  cards. 

(18)  Recommend  issuance 
of  two  deer  tags  with  each 
hunting  license,  numbers  on 
tags  to  correspond  with  num- 
ber   on    li< 


(19)  Recommend  that  State  be 
divided  into  Northern  and  South- 
ern zones  for  deer  shooting,  and 
that  season  in  North  zone  be  set 
from  November  15  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  and  season  in  South  Zone 
to  be  from  October  15  to  Janu- 
ary  15. 

(20)  Request  State  Department 
of  Public  Works  to  stop  work  on 
draining  lakes  in  area  known  as 
Big  Bend  of  Bayou  Des  Glaizes. 

Other  resolutions  adopted  in- 
cluded: 

Thanks  to  Alexandria  city  offi- 
cials, and  membership  of  Rapides 
Parish  Sportsmen's  Club  for  cour- 
tesies during  convention;  sym- 
pathy to  family  of  late  Judge  Hal 
A.  Burgess  of  Mansfield,  former 
member  of  board  of  directors  of 
Federation;  join  with  Rapides  Par- 
ish Sportsmen's  Club  in  asking 
the  Department  of  Public  Works 
to  make  a  survey  of  Bayou  Mary 
Bason  on  Cedar  Lake  near  Alex- 
andria to  determine  the  feasibility 
of  constructing  a  spillway  and  dam 
to  maintain  an  adequate  water 
level  in  the  lake,  and  if  found 
feasible,  asks  for  an  appropriation 
to  carry  out  the  project.  Chairman 
of  the  resolutions  committee  was 
John  E.  Jackson  of  New  Orleans. 


Delegates  to  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  opened  their  fourth  annual  convention  in  Alexandria  by 
reciting  the  Conservation  Pledge.  The  ceremony  was  conducted  by  Isaac  Chapman,  (at  microphone),  public 
relations  director  for  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Department.  The  Conservation  Pledge,  which  was  later 
adopted  by  the  Federation,  reads  as  follows:  "I  give  my  pledge  as  an  American  to  save  and  faithfully  to  de- 
fend  from   waste   the   natural    resources   of   my   country — its  soil  and  minerals,  its  forests,  waters  and  wildlife". 
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New  officers  of  the  Louisia 
sitting,  Martin  Shevnin,  Alexar 
Bogalusa,  President;  standing, 
Angus   Eason,   New   Orleans,  Sec 


Wildlife   Federation,  from   left  to  right, 

■ia,    Vice-President;    Dr.    Ernest   Angelo, 

K.   Northrop,   New   Orleans,  Treasurer, 


ANGELO  SUCCEEDS  COUSIN  AS 
HEAD  OF  WILDLIFE  FEDERATION 


Dr.  Ernest  Angelo,  Bogalusa, 
was  elected  President  of  the  Loui- 
siana Wildlife  Federation  by  its 
board  of  directors  at  a  business 
session  held  immediately  following 
adjournment  of  the  annual  con- 
vention. He  succeeds  Sumpter  P. 
Cousin  of  Shreveport.  Dr.  Angelo 
was  treasurer  of  the  Federation 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Martin  Shevnin,  Alexandria,  was 
elected  Vice-President;  Angus 
Eason,  New  Orleans  was  named 
secretary  succeeding  Percy  N. 
Browne,  Shreveport,  and  A.  K. 
Northrop,  New  Orleans,  was 
elected  treasurer,  succeeding  Dr. 
Angelo. 

Seven  other  vice-presidents 
were  elected,  from  each  of  the 
eight  congressional  districts,  the 
first  and  second  districts  being 
combined.  These  vice-presidents 
are  as  follows: 

John  Jackson,  New  Orleans,  first 
and  second  district;  Alvin  Bade- 
aux,  Thibodaux,  third  district; 
Percy  N.  Browne,  Shreveport, 
fourth  district;  Captain  Jack  Wyly, 
Lake  Providence,  fifth  district; 
J.  J.  Besson,  Baton  Eougee,  sixth 
district;  Frank  Kelly,  Lake 
Charles,  seventh  district,  and  C.  0. 
Brown,  Alexandria,  eighth  district. 


At  the  annual  election  of  direc- 
tors held  just  prior  to  adjourn- 
ment of  the  convention,  the  fol- 
lowing  were    elected    by   districts: 

First  and  Second  Congressional 
Districts:  Angus  Eason,  John 
Reilly,  Fred  McCormac,  James  0. 
Grout,  John  E."  Jackson,  all  of 
New  Orleans. 

Third  District:  Alvin  Badeaux, 
Thibodeaux ;  Irving  Carlos,  Houma, 
and  E.  L.  Deramee,  Thibodaux-. 

Fourth  District:  Judge  Henry  F. 
Turner,  Shreveport;  Goodwyn  H. 
Harris,  Mansfield;  Lester  Almond, 
Minden,  and  Sumpter  P.  Cousin, 
Shreveport,  retiring  president  and 
ex-officio  board  member. 

Fifth  District:  0.  N.  McNeil, 
Monroe,  C.  C.  Boardman,  Monroe, 
and  H.  C.  Sevier,  Tallulah. 

Sixth  District:  J.  J.  Besson, 
Baton  Rouge,  V.  E.  Smith,  Lor- 
anger,  and  Dr.  Ernest  Angelo, 
Bogalusa. 

Seventh  District:  E.  D.  Peck- 
ham,  Crowley;  Elmer  L.  Harris, 
Jennings,  and  S.  G.  Burleigh, 
Opelousas. 

Eighth  District:  Dr.  F.  L.  Ma- 
gruder,  Alexandria;  F.  E.  Hernan- 
dez, Leesville,  and  C.  0.  Brown, 
Alexandria. 

Directors     At     Large :      Martin 


Shevnin,  Alexandria;  W.  J.  Cleve- 
land, Crowley;  Charles  L.  Home, 
Shreveport;  Captain  Jack  Wyly, 
Lake  Providence;  B.  B.  Clearney, 
Tangipahoa;  Clinton  Bridgeman, 
New  Orleans;  George  T.  Madison, 
Bastrop;  A.  K.  Northrop,  New  Or- 
leans, and  Frank  Kelly,  Lake 
Charles. 

At  a  brief  business  session  fol- 
lowing election  of  officers,  the 
directors  discussed  plans  for  in- 
creasing the  finances  of  the  or- 
ganization. It  was  decided  to  ask 
iOU  sportsmen  in  the  State  to  each 
put  up  $100  each  for  this  year 
and  to  pledge  $100  each  for  each 
of  the  next  two  years  as  a  means 
of  adequately  financing  the  Fed- 
eration. Each  district  was  asked 
to  begin  work  on  this  immediately 
and  to  attempt  to  have  the  funds 
raised   by   May   1st. 

President  Angelo  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  committee  to 
begin  work  on  finding  a  paid  secre- 
tary for  the  organization,  and  a 
directors  meeting  will  be  called 
later  to  pass  upon  the  recom- 
mendations  of  this  committee. 

AGENTS  PROTECT  DEER 
IN  FLOODED  AREAS 

Alert  action  on  the  part  of  en- 
forcement agents  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department  have 
prevented  the  slaughter  of  large 
numbers  of  deer  run  out  on  high 
ground  by  flood  waters  in  various 
sections  of  the  State,  and  numer- 
ous arrests  were  made  last  month 
of  people  charged  with  hunting- 
deer  out  of  season.  With  other 
high  water  threatening,  agents 
have  been  instructed  to  redouble 
their  efforts  to  protect  deer  in 
overflow  sections. 


Alexandria  Mayor 
Tells  Sportsmen 
"Get  Together" 

In  welcoming  sportsmen  of  Loui- 
siana to  Alexandria  for  their 
fourth  annual  convention,  Mayor 
Carl  B.  Close  of  Alexandria, 
who  resigned  as  a  member  of  the 
Legislature  to  accept  appointment 
as  mayor  of  the  central  Louisiana 
city,  gave  the  Louisiana  Wildlife 
Federation  some  good  advice. 

The  gist  of  his  advice  was  "Get 
Together,  straighten  out  your  dif- 
ferences in  advance,  and  present 
a  united  front,  if  you  expect  to 
get  the  Legislature  to  cooperate 
with  you". 

Mayor  Close  told  of  some  of 
his  experiences  in  the  Legislature 
with  respect  to  conservation  legis- 
lation. He  stated  that  often-times 
the  legislators  are  confused  and 
bewildered  as  to  just  what  the 
sportsmen  want  when  they  are  con- 
fronted with  many  conflicting 
views. 

"We  have  one  group  approach 
us  favoring  one  thing,  another 
group  opposes  that  and  favors 
something  else,  and  still  another 
group  is  in  favor  of  something 
else,  with  the  result  that  legisla- 
tors are  confused  as  to  just  what 
the  sportsmen  do  want",  he  said. 

"Get  together  and  present  a 
united  front  and  you'll  have  a 
better  chance  of  getting  the  type 
of  legislation  you  want  enacted", 
the  mayor  and  former  legislator 
told  the  delegates. 

Mayor  Close  was  introduced  by 
Judge  Gus  Voltz,  chairman  of  the 
Alexandria  arrangements  com- 
mittee. 


Two  of  the  featured  speakers  at  the  Wildlife  Federation  convention 
are  shown  in  the  above  photograph.  Left  is  Frank  Clark,  Winnipeg, 
Canada,  Assistant  Manager  of  Ducks  Unlimited,  and  Major  James  Brown, 
director  of  the  Fish  and  Game  Division  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department. 
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LARGE  VARIETY  OF  SUBJEGTS 
DISCUSSED  AT  WILDLIFE  MEET 


The  fourth  annual  convention 
of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion held  in  Alexandria  at  the 
Bentley  Hotel  April  12-13  was  an 
oustanding  success.  Organized  in 
1940,  this  was  the  fourth  conven- 
tion of  the  sportsmen's  organiza- 
tion, since  no  meetings  were  held 
during  the  war,  and  it  was  by  far, 
the  most  outstanding. 

From  an  attendance  viewpoint, 
it  was  the  best  attended  conven- 
tion in  the  history  of  the  Fed- 
eration, with  approximately  150 
people  present.  Prior  to  the  formal 


TWENTY-THREE   UNITS 
ARE  REPRESENTED 

Approximately  150  sports- 
men representing  23  units  in 
Louisiana  were  in  attendance 
at  the  Alexandria  convention. 
There  are  some  40  active 
sportsmen  clubs  in  the  State 
now  according  to  a  report  of 
Secreary   Percy  N.  Browne. 


opening  of  the  convention  Satur- 
day morning,  officers,  directors 
and  early  arrivals  were  guests  at 
a  dinner  given  by  President  Sump- 
ter  P.  Cousin  on  Friday  evening. 

The  meeting  formally  was  called 
to  order  Saturday  morning  and  the 
invocation  was  given  by  Dr.  W.  G. 
Foster,  Alexandria.  Mayor  Carl  B. 
Close  of  Alexandria  delivered  the 
address  of  welcome.  Both  were  in- 
troduced by  Judge  Gus  Voltz, 
chairman  of  the  Alexandria  ar- 
rangements committee. 

The    morning    session    was    fea- 


tured by  reports  from  the  offi- 
cers. President  Cousin,  in  his 
annual  address,  made  two  recom- 
mendations, one,  that  the  Federa- 
tion employ  a  full  time  secretary, 
and  two,  that  the  organization 
continue  its  work  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  commission  form  of 
administration  for  the  State's  fish 
and  game  resources. 

Favors  Junior   Clubs 

Judge  Frank  Voelker  of  Lake 
Providence,  speaking  at  the  morn- 
ing session,  told  of  the  cooperation 
he  had  received  in  his  district  from 
sportsmen. 

The  jurist  commended  very 
highly  the  efforts  of  the  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries  Department  in  its 
junior  wildlife  program,  and 
recommended  to  every  sportsmen 
club  that  it  should  sponsor  the 
establishment  of  junior  wildlife 
clubs  in  their  localities.  He  also 
stressed  the  importance  of  educa- 
tion in  the  enforcement  of  conser- 
vation laws.  "To  get  good  conser- 
vation, you  must  have  education", 
Judge  Voelker  stated. 

First  speaker  on  the  afternoon 
session  was  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Commissioner  Luther  S. 
Montgomery,  who  spoke  on  the 
recent  accomplishments  of  the  De- 
partment and  outlined  some  of 
the  problems  facing  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  Commissioner  was  followed 
en  the  program  by  Oscar  L.  Chap- 
man, Washington,  Under-Secretary 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  the 
Interior,  who  spoke  on  "New  Fron- 


tiers in   Wildlife   Conservation". 

Major  James  Brown,  director  of 
the  Fish  and  Game  Division  of  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment, discussed  the  quail  propaga- 
tion program  in  the  State. 

J.  H.  Kitchens,  Jr.,  chief  of  In- 
formation and  Education  of  the 
Louisiana  Forestry  Commission, 
told  of  the  progress  made  by  his 
Department  in  furthering  forestry 
education  in  the  schools.  He  dis- 
played a  textbook  which  the  Com- 


NO  RECOMMENDATION 
ON  DUCK  SEASON 

The  Louisiana  Wildlife  Fed- 
eration, upon  recommendation 
of "  its  Migratory  Game  Com- 
mittee, decided  not  to  suggest 
changes  in  dates  or  regulation 
for  migratory  game.  The  com- 
mittee, after  considerable  de- 
bate failed  to  reach  an  agree- 
ment on  recommendations  to 
be  submitted  to  State  and  Fed- 
eral authorities,  and  instead 
urged  all  sportsmen  groups  in 
the  State  to  send  delegations 
to  the  New  Orleans  meeting  on 
May  12  at  which  time  top  offi- 
cials of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wild- 
life Service  will  discuss  the 
migratory  game  situation  and 
hear  the  views  of  interested 
sportsmen. 


mission  has  recently  introduced  in 
certain  schools  in  the  State  as  an 
experiment. 

More  Agents  Needed 
Malcolm  LaFargue,  U.  S.  Dis- 
trict Attorney  for  the  Western 
District  of  Louisana  told  the 
sportsmen  that  the  conservation 
laws  of  the  State  can  be  enforced 


Newly  elected  officers  and  directors  of  the   Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation  are  shown  in  the  above  photo- 
graph. The   Federation  has  35  directors.  Not  all  were  present  at  the  time  this   photo  was  taken. 


with  proper  cooperation  from 
sportsmen.  He  urged  people  to  re- 
port law  violations  when  they  come 
across  them  in  the  fields  and 
marshes.  The  District  Attorney 
stated  that  his  District  had  the 
largest  percentage  of  migratory 
game  prosecutions  of  any  Federal 
district   in   the   nation. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  U.  S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  had  only 
two  agents  on  duty  in  Louisiana 
and  they  were  handicapped  by 
being  provided  with  a  meagre  ex- 
pense account  and  urged  that  this 
be  remedied. 

Frank  Clark,  Assistant  Manager 
of  Ducks  Unlimited,  who  was  in- 
troduced by  A.  C.  "Pops"  Glassell, 
Shreveport,  past  president  of  DU, 
traced  the  history  of  this  organiza- 
tion and  told  of  its  work  on  the 
Canadian  breeding  grounds. 

Clark  said  that  in  the  nine  years 
since  Ducks  Unlimited  was  organ- 
ized, it  has  raised  $2,000,000  in 
the  United"  States,  and  $443,000 
of  that  amount  was  raised  in  the 
last  fiscal  year.  He  said  DU  now 
has  a  surplus  of  over  $600,000. 

The  Federation  formally  opened 
its  meeting  by  reciting  the  Con- 
servation Pledge.  The  ceremony 
was  conducted  by  Isaac  Chapman, 
public  relations  director  for  the 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment, who  urged  sportsmen  clubs 
in  the  State  to  formally  adopt  the 
pledge  and  recite  it  at  each  of 
their  meetings. 

Annual  Banquet 

The  annual  banquet  of  the  Fed- 
eration was  held  Saturday  night, 
with  John  E.  Jackson,  New  Or- 
leans, the  principal  speaker. 

Entertainment  was  arranged  for 
by  the  Rapides  Parish  Sportsmen's 
Club  and  a  group  of  young  ladies 
from  an  Alexandria  dancing  school 
presented  the  program. 

Feature  of  the  annual  banquet 
was  the  presentation  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's membership  trophy  to  the 
Madison  Parish  Sportsmen's  club 
for  having  shown  the  largest  in- 
crease in  membership  since  the 
last  annual  convention.  The 
trophy  was  presented  by  President 
Sumpter  P.  Cousin  and  was  ac- 
cepted by  J.  W.  Love,  President 
of  the  Madison  Club  of  Tallulah. 
The  trophy  was  brought  to  the 
convention  by  the  Lafourche  Par- 
ish Sportsmen's  club  who  won  it 
last  year. 

Sunday  morning's  final  session 
was  featured  by  reports  of  com- 
mittees and  election  of  directors, 
and  the  fourth  annual  convention 
formally  adjourned  at  1:00  p.  m., 
Sunday  afternoon. 
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ANNOUNCE  PLANS  FOR  QUAIL 
PROPAGATION  PROGRAM  IN  STATE 


MADISON  WINS  MEMBERSHIP  AWARD 


By    MAJOR   JAMES    BROWN 

In  any  discussion  of  Louisiana's  dropped  to  alar 
quail  problems,  it  is  necessary  that 
we  have  a  thorough  understanding 
of  their  history  in  this  state.  Un- 
doubtedly when  the  white  men 
first  came  to  Louisiana  they  found 
few,  if  any  quail.  These  few 
were  to  be  found  on  our  prairies 
and  in  the  clearings  and  meadows 
of  our  vast  forests  that  completely 
covered  the  river  bottoms  and  up- 
lands. As  the  land  was  cleared 
and  the  first  crops  were  planted, 
additional  food  and  cover  were 
available,  making  possible  a  great 
increase  in  the  quail  population. 
These  conditions  prevailed  for 
many  years  because  the  food  and 
cover  requirements  necessary  for 
an  abundant  quail  population 
were  present  on  most  of  the  cul- 
tivated areas  of  Louisiana.  The 
cutting  of  the  vast  virgin  forests 
of  Louisianan  began  in  the  latter 
part    of    the    nineteenth    century. 


Editor's  Note:  This  article 
on  Louisiana's  quail  restora- 
tion program  is  condensed 
from  an  address  delivered  by 
Major  James  Brown,  Director 
of  the  Fish  and  Game  Division 
of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  before  the  fourth 
annual  convention  of  the 
Louisiana  Wildlife  Federa- 
tion. 


When  these  areas  were  cut  over, 
a  perfect  habitat  for  quail  fol- 
lowed. The  dying  tops,  the  briars 
and  weeds  provided  the  finest 
cover  and  food  conditions.  To  the 
quail  populations  already  on  our 
cultivated  lands  were  now  added 
tremendous  concentrations  on 
these  cut  over  lands.  From  the 
early  nineteen  hundreds  until 
about  1925,  Louisiana  unquestion- 
ably had  one  of  the  greatest  quail 
populations  in  history.  Then  came 
the  turn.  Good  farming  required 
clean  farming,  ditch  banks  had  to 
be  cleared,  wire  fences  replaced 
the  split  rail  fences,  fields  were 
cropped  and  immediately  prepared 
for  the  next  crops;  so  as  the  food 
and  habitat  for  our  quail  disap- 
peared, they  too  retired  to  the 
swamps  and  their  numbers  de- 
creased to  the  carrying  capacities 
of  their  new  habitat  conditions. 

Fire  destroyed  the  pine  tops  left 
from  the  lumbering  operations, 
fire  also  destroyed  the  briars  and 
the  weeds,  and  in  the  last  twenty 
years  Louisiana's  quail  population 


ngly  low  num- 
bers. Then  came  the  road  program. 
Cement  and  black  top  roads  on  all  ] 
of  the  major  highways  and  all  year 
gravel  roads  in  every  parish  of 
the  state.  The  habitat  destroyed  in 
many  vast  areas  and  restricted  in 
the  balance  of  the  state,  the  great 
increase  in  hunting  pressure  quick- 
ly depleted  our  few  remaining 
quail.  This  was  the  condition  we 
faced  in  1941.  We  initiated  on 
March  21,  1941,  the  first  Pittman- 
Robertson  quail  project  No.  2R, 
for  the  Quail  Habitat  Investiga- 
tion. The  state  was  divided  into 
four  districts  and  one  qualified 
Biologist  was  assigned  to  each  dis- 
trict. These  technicians  to  study 
the  conditions,  determine  quail 
abundance;  limiting  factors;  de- 
termine the  proper  and  best 
methods  of  quail  habitat  improve- 
ment and  determine  the  best  seeds 
and  proper  plantings  compatible 
with  the  various  soil  conditions. 
The  use  of  the  findings  to  .form 
the  basis  for  future  recommenda- 
tions and  habitat  improvement 
techniques.  Three  of  these  men 
went  into  the  armed  forces  in  1942 
and  under  great  difficulties  this 
work  was  continued  by  three 
Biologists,  for  the  duration  of  the 
war.  In  1945  and  1946,  with  the 
Biologist's  returning  from  the 
armed  services,  additional  phases 
of  the  quail  investigation  were 
undertaken.  Our  Pittman-Robert- 
son  state  co-ordinator  Mr.  John  S. 
Campbell,  is  now  preparing  the 
final  results  determined  by  this 
Pittman-Robertson  Project.  This 
report  will  give  the  necessary  data 
to  determine  our  future  quail  pro- 
gram. 

Habitat  Essential 

A  return  of  food  and  cover  con- 
ditions suitable  for  quail  in  the 
various  sections  of  the  state 
essential  for  their  restoration. 
Until  such  conditions  are  supplied 
there  is  only  a  limited  number  of 
places  where  quail  can  be  profit- 
ably distributed.  Large  cut  over 
areas  are  being  sought  to  purchase 


of  the  M,adison   Parish   Sportsr 
receives    the    Governor's    membership    trophy    from    Sun 
President  of  the  Louisiana  Wildlife  Federation.  The  Madi 
the   largest   increase   in  membership  since   last  year  and 
trophy.    Its   membership    increase  was    better   than    200   pi 
fourche   Parish   Sportsmen's  Club  won  the  award   last  ye; 
passed  on  each  year  to  the  club  showing     the  largest  increase  in   i 
ship.  To  win   permanent   possession,   it   is  necessary  for  a  club  to 
award    for  three   consecutive    years. 


en's  Club,  right, 
pter  P.  Cousin, 
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sections  of  the  state  and  on  posted 
lands,  but  the  public,  whom  we 
represent,  can  only  have  quail 
shooting  if  the  state  and  Federal 
government  provide  managed  hunt- 
ing areas. 

Cut    In   Season 

I  recommend  to  this  organiza- 
tion that  the  quail  season  should 
be  shortened  at  least  twenty  days 
and  the  season  should  be  Decem- 
ber 1st  to  January  31st,  the  bag- 
limit  be  cut  to  ten  a  day  and 
twenty  in  possession.  With  the 
support  of  an  active  and  represen- 
tative Wildlife  Federation,  your 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment can  and  will  restore  reason- 
able public  quail  shooting  on  pub- 
lic hunting  areas. 

We  are  operating  two  quail 
hatcheries,  one  on  Perkins  Road. 
Baton  Rouge  and  one  in  Lacombe, 
St.  Tammany  Parish.  The  Baton 
Rouge  unit  is  a  modern  plant. 
The  war  prevented  its  completion, 
but  despite  labor  and  food  troubles 
under    the    capable    and    constant 


supervision  of  Fred  Pace,  this  unit 
or    to    lease    for    a    long   term    of  I  produced  four  thousand  quail  this 


years,  in  order  to  start  develop- 
ment projects  on  these  areas.  We 
can  never  hope 
shooting  on  the  large  plantation 
Public  quail  shooting  of  thejfuture 
can  only  be  had  on  managta§  hunt- 
ing   areas,    developed    on    TOe    a 


past   season   and   we   hope   to   pro- 
duce  six  thousand   quail  this   sea- 
have    aubfe-son.  The  cost  of  operation  of  this 
W   was    $8,870.55,    making    the 
cosi'  per  quail   $2.21   each.  At  La- 
combe we  have  a  small  unit  with 
inadequate    space    and    old    equip- 
proximately  five  million  ac^&a^of  Lment.  Poor  power  service  and  the 
cut  over  lands.    A  favored  few  will  I  lack    of   proper    quail    foods    have 


unit.  The  production  this  past  sea- 
son was  approximately  1200  and 
the  cost  of  operation  was  $4,- 
177.13,  making  each  quail  cost 
$3.60  each.  Eight  to  eleven  months 
old  quail  are  advertised  at  $3.50 
each,  by  the  commercial  quail 
hatcheries  right  now.  With  con- 
tinuous power  and  proper  game 
feeds,  I  believe  the  Lacombe  unit 
can  and  should  produce  2000  quail. 
I  do  not  believe  any  further  de- 
velopment of  quail  hatcheries 
should  be  undertaken  at  this  time. 
Louisiana's  habitat  conditions  must 
first  be  corrected.  In  the  mean- 
time, the  five  to  eight  thousand 
quail  produced  by  the  two  hatch- 
eries will  be  distributed  on  lands 
open  to  the  public  for  hunting. 
When  the  public  hunting  areas  are 
ready,  live  trapped  Texas  Bob 
White  Quail  from  the  mountains 
of  Mexico  should  be  purchased  for 
from  $2.00  to  $2.50  each.  Our 
hatchery  quail  and  the  live  trapped 
quail  should  provide  proper  popu- 
lations within  two  years  after  the 
habitat  conditions  are  restored.  We 
are  negotiating  now  for  our  first 
development  area  and  hope  to 
start  work  by  the  first  of  July. 
We  have  our  plans  and  as  fast 
as  lands  and  money  to  develop 
them  are  available,  we  will  pro- 
vide your  public  quail  hunting 
areas.  It  is  going  to  take  the  com- 
bined efforts  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  and  the 
Louisian     Wildlife    Federation    to 


hunt  on  the   small  farms  in   some  |  seriously  cut  the  efficiency  of  this   make   this   program   a   success. 
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Fisheries  Compact 
Plans  Studied  by 
Five  Gulf  States 

(Continued  from  Page  3) 
pact  to  develop,  protect  and  mag- 
nify   tljeir    common    purpose    and 
interest." 

Purposes   of   Compact 

Under  the  terms  of  the  Com- 
pact, each  of  the  five  Gulf  States 
would  have  three  representatives 
on  a  permanent  commission  which 
would  do  such  jobs  as  ascertain- 
ing methods  for  conserving  fish- 
eries in  the  Gulf;  recommending 
police  powers  to  promote  preserva- 
tion of  fisheries;  determining 
which  waters  need  to  be  stocked 
with  fish,  and  establishing  com- 
mon conservation  zones  and  mak- 
ing regulations  to  both  inshore  and 
offshore  waters. 

Chairman  McConnell,  in  his  ad- 
dress, emphasized  that  the  com- 
pact commission  will  have  no 
power  to  enforce  laws  but  will 
be  a  recommending  body  to  aid 
states  in  maintaining  fish  popula- 
tion at  a  high  peak  in  Gulf  waters. 

Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department,  also  extended 
welcome  to  the  representatives 
from  the  various  other  states,  and 
pledged  Louisiana's  cooperation  in 
working  out  plans  for  the  mutual 
benefit  of  the  five  states  compris- 
ing the  Compact. 

Wayne  D.  Heydecker,  New 
York,  secretary  of  the  Atlantic 
Marine  Fisheries  Commission,  an 
organization  similar  to  the  one 
proposed  for  the  Gulf  states,  out- 
lined to  the  group  several  success- 
ful projects  undertaken  by  his  14- 
state  organization  since  its  estab- 
lishment five  years  ago.  Among 
these  he  listed  great  increases  in 
oyster  and  crab  stocks  which  are 
partly  due  to  work  of  the  commis- 
sion. Atlantic  fishing,  he  said, 
is  equivalent  to  a  $2,000,000,000 
industry. 

Other  speakers  included  Hubert 
R.  Gallagher,  Washington,  asso- 
ciate director,  Council  of  State 
Governments,  and  J.  L.  Baughman, 
marine  biologist  of  the  Texas 
Game,  Fish  and  Oyster  Com- 
mission. 

Many  In  Attendance 

The  conferring  states  were 
represented  by  the  following  of- 
ficials: 

Florida:  Boiling  C.  Stanley,  As- 
sistant Attorney  General,  Talla- 
hassee; J.  T.  Hurst,  State  Super- 
visor of  Conservation,  Tallahassee; 
W.  J.  Hendry,  Member  of  the 
Legislature,  Tallahassee;  Frank  E. 
Welles,  President,  E.  E.  Saunders 


Co.,  Pensacola. 

Alabama:  A.  J.  Harris,  Repre- 
senting Attorney  General,  Mont- 
gomery; Bert  E.  Thomas,  Director, 
Department  of  Conservation, 
Montgomery;  Hubert  Kimbrough, 
Director  at  Large,  Alabama  Wild- 
life Federation,  Mobile. 

Mississippi:  Greek  L.  Rice,  At- 
torney  General,  Jackson. 

Louisiana:  Fred  S.  LeBlanc,  At- 
torney General,  Baton  Rouge;  John 
L.  Madden,  Special  Assistant  At- 
torney General,  Baton  Rouge; 
L.  S.  Montgomery,  Commissioner 
of  Wilf  Life  and  Fisheries,  New 
Orleans;  James  N.  McConnell, 
Director  of  Oysters  and  Water 
Bottoms,  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries;  W.  S.  Werlla,  Audi- 
tor, Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries;  William  Stanford,  As- 
sistant to  Director,  Department  of 
Commerce  and  Industry,  Baton 
Rouge;  Louis  H.  Folse,  State  Sena- 
tor 9th  District,  Arabi;  Morris 
A.  Lottinger,  State  Representa- 
tive, Terrebonne  Parish,  Houma; 
L.  H.  Perez,  District  Attorney,  St. 
Bernard  and  Plaquemines  Par- 
ishes; Thomas  B.  Holcombe,  Presi- 
dent, Terrebonne  Parish  Police 
Jury,  Houma;  E.  M.  Lapeyre, 
Member,  Terrebonne  Parish  School 
Board,  Houma. 

Texas:  Price  Daniel,  Attorney 
General,  Austin;  Ned  McDaniel, 
Assistant  Attorney  General,  Aus- 
tin; Howard  Dodgen,  Executive 
Secretary,  Game,  Fish  and  Oyster 
Commission,  Austin;  H.  E.  Fau- 
bion,  Assistant  Executive  Secre- 
tary, Game,  Fish  and  Oyster  Com- 
mission, Austin;  J.  L.  Baughman, 
Chief  Marine  Biologist,  Game,  Fish 
and  Oyster  Commission;  Keith 
Kelly,  Senator,  Austin;  Claud  Gil- 
mer, State  Representative,  Austin; 
Lloyd  M.  Guffey,  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, Austin;  Elmer  McVey, 
State  Representative,  Austin; 
George  O.  Nokes,  Jr.,  House  of 
Representatives,    Austin. 

Representing  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  was  W.  W.  Ander- 
son, New  Orleans,  and  Joseph  E. 
King,  Aquatic  Biologist,  Gulf  of 
Mexico  Fishery  Investigations, 
New  Orleans. 

The  Council  of  State  Govern- 
ments was  represented  by  Hubert 
R.  Gallagher,  Associate  Director, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Herbert  L. 
Wiltsee,  Regional  Representative, 
Chicago,   Illinois. 

The  Atlantic  States  Marine  Fish- 
eries Commission  was  represented 
by  Wayne  D.  Heydecker,  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer, New  York;  Fred- 
erick L.  Zimmermann,  Special  Ad- 
visor, New  York,  James  H.  Allen, 
representing  the  Delaware  River 
Commission. 
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If  this  column  had  any  orchids  to  give  away,  which  we  don't 
have,  we  would  give  it  this  month  for  meritious  service  to  two  sports- 
men of  St.  Landry  parish  for  doing  something  constructive  for  the 
cause  of  wildlife  conservation.  In  an  effort  to  arouse  the  interest  of 
St.  Landry  parish  youngsters  in  the  conservation  of  the  rapidly 
diminishing  wildlife  of  that  area,  two  parish  residents,  Dr.  George 
Azar  of  Washington  and  George  Schiff  of  Opelousas,  have  taken  it 
upon  themselves  to  offer  $50  in  prizes  for  the  best  statement  on 
the  subject  "How  to  Conserve  Game  and  Fish".  The  contest  is  open 
to  all  boys  and  girls  in  St.  Landry  parish  schools  and  is  for  the  best 
100-word  statement  on  the  subject. 

In  announcing  plans  for  the  contest,  Dr.  Azar  told  of  the  decreas- 
ing wildlife  population  which  is  the  result  of  many  factors,  including 
excessive  kills,  predators  and  promiscous  hunting  out  of  season.  "The 
possibility  is  facing  us  at  present,"  he  said,  "that  unless  we  have  strict 
adherence  to  conservation  measures  our  wildlife  population  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Landry  will  in  the  near  future  become  so  depleted  that 
hunters  may  have  to  lay  away  their  shooting  irons  for  an  indefinite 
period  ....  My  two  boys  are  now  at  the  age  in  which  they  begin  to 
go  hunting,  and  I  would  feel  greatly  disappointed  if,  in  the  oncoming 
years,  they  could  not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  the  outdoors  as  I  have. 
Only  by  conservation  can  the  younger  generation  expect  some  of  the 
pleasures  of  outdoor  sports,  be  it  hunting  or  fishing". 

Dr.  Azar  expressed  the  hope  that  in  the  years  to  come  this  contest 
will  continue  under  the  sponsorship  of  the  St.  Landry  Parish  Wildlife 
Association,  "and  in  this  way  we  may  help  to  educate  our  younger 
generation  to  preserve  the  outdoor  heritage  that  is  justly  theirs". 

If  sportsmen  clubs  want  to  do  something  constructive  for  wildlife 
conservation,  the  two  sportsmen  in  St.  Landry  parish  have  set  an 
example  for  them.  There  are  also  many  other  ways  in  which  sportsmen 
of  this  state  can  help  to  make  definite  contributions  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  conservation  movement. 

This  certainly  is  more  constructive  than  "appointing  committees" 
or  "resoluting",  or  even  sponsoring  contests  for  catching  the  biggest 
fish  or  more  fish  or  talking  about  ways  and  means  of  improving 
shooting,  all  of  which  deals  with  the  taking  of  fish  and  game  rather 
than  the  conserving  and/or  propagating. 

You  have  the  word  of  no  less  an  authority  than  Albert  M.  Day, 
chief  mogul  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  that  there  will  not 
be  a  closed  season  this  year  on  migratory  game,  as  proposed  by 
John  Baker  of  the  National  Audubon  Society.  Chief  Day  says  that 
further  reductions  in  the  season  and  bag  limits  might  be  necessary, 
but  that  he  cannot  at  this  time  forsee  the  necessity  of  closing  the 
season  entirely. 

Incidentally,  the  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wild  Life  Service  is  going  to 
do  something  this  summer  that  they  should  have  done  a  long  time  ago, 
and  that  is  take  the  sportsmen  into  their  confidence  and  tell  them 
what's  going  on.  They  are  going  to  accomplish  this  by  having  a  series 
of  public  conferences  in  eleven  key  cities  in  the  nation  at  which 
time  top  officials  of  the  Service  will  discuss  migratory  waterfowl 
problems  and  hunting  regulations. 

The  Louisiana  meeting  will  be  held  in  New  Orleans  on  Monday, 
May  12,  and  sportsmen  groups  from  all  parts  of  the  state  are  invited 
to  send  representatives. 
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WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports    of    Arrests    and    Activities   of 
Wild   Life   Enforcement   Agents 


PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED  DURING 
MARCH 

Ascension 4 

Assumption    1 

Avoyelles    3 

Caddo   1 

Calcasieu    1 

Caldwell   1 

Cameron  2 

Catahoula  23 

Claiborne    1 

Concordia  16 

Iberville        4 

La  Salle  1 

Lincoln   1 

Livingston    2 

Madison    1 

Morehouse 1 

Natchitoches    2 

Orleans    10 

Ouachita  8 

Plaquemines  1 

Pointe  Coupee  5 

Rapides  1 

Red  River 1 

Sabine  2 

St.  James  3 

St.  John 2 

St.  Landry  1 

|c.   Martin  1 

[St.  Mary  3 

St.  Tammany  5 

Tensas 2 

Terrebonne     5 

lUnion   1 

Vernon   2 

Winn 2 

CLOSED   SEASON   ON 
FROGS   IN  APRIL-MAY 

I  Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
jeries  Department  has  issued  a 
reminder  that  there  is  a  closed 
season  on  bullfrog's  and  lagoon 
frogs  in  Louisiana  during  the 
imonths  of  April  and  May. 
'  During  these  two  months,  the 
Staking,  selling  or  possessing  of 
frogs  is  prohibited. 

This  is  not  a  new  law,  the  Com- 
jmissioner  stated,  since  it  has  been 
|on  the  statute  books  for  many 
years.  He  said  that  enforcement 
agents  have  strict  instructions  to 
[enforce  all  the  provisions  of  this 
closed  season. 

Jack  rabbits  in  Ontax-io,  Canada 
|grow  to  weigh  as  much  as  25 
pounds. 


AGENTS    PARTICIPATING    IN 
MARCH    ARRESTS 

Cliff  Andrus  2 

Jack  Bates  8 

Ivy  Beard  33 

Angelo  Benandi  1 

Levert  H.  Bird  3 

J.  L.  Book  2 

A.  B.  Calhoun  1 

Sam  J.  Chaze  1 

Ernest  Coats  2 

Steve  Collins  22 

Less   Davis   23 

Rubin  Davis       5 

Geo.  W.  DeLoach  1 

Tom  Duck  1 

Edwin  Fairbanks  -  10 

John  E.  Foolkes  5 

T.  H.  Foreman  11 

John  W.  Gilbert 7 

Cecil  Gilmore 8 

Lesma   Hebert  1 

John  T.  Hollis  , 1 

Clarence  Hood  26 

P.  F.  Huddleston    2 

Volidia  Jones  4 

Wm.  M.  Jones  3 

B.  P.  LeBlanc  1 

W.  A.  Lee  2 

J.  V.  McConnell 1 

Jas.  McFerrin  1 

Spencer  Maxwell  1 

Harold   Moreau   1 

Ben    Mayeaux    2 

Earl   Nugent   24 

Sam  Nunez  1 

Chas.  Olano  4 

B.  C.  Patterson  8 

Robt.  J.  Pertuis  5 

Armand  Petit  2 

Eugene  Phillips  2 

Frank   Ragas   1 

P.   S.   Reardon 2 

Cliff  Reeves 1 

Harry  Reno  5 

Geo.   Savario   5 

W.  R.  Stutson  22 

Allen  D.  Swayze  22 

Oliver  Taunton   22 

Dudley  Trahan       1 

Frank  Trocchiano   14 

Ferdie   Trouille    2 

Chas.  Ventrella   2 

Paul    Voitier   14 

New  duck  stamps  will  go  on 
sale  July  1. 

The  iridescent  color  of  a  duck's 
wing  patches  is  not  due  to  pig- 
ment, but  to  submicroscopic  prisms 
breaking  the  light  on  the  surface 
of  the  feathers. 


Conservation 
Loses  Friend  in 
Death  of  Brownell 

Charles  Russell  Brownell,  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  from  St. 
Mary  Parish  since  1936,  and  chair- 
man of  the  House  conservation 
committee  for  the  past  eight  years, 
died  suddenly  at  his  home  in 
Morgan  City  Monday,  March  24th. 
"Rusty"  Brownell,  as  he  was  bet- 
ter known,  has  had  a  leading  part 
in  all  conservation  legislation 
which  has  been  enacted  in  Loui- 
siana during  recent  years. 

Commissoner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery officially  conveyed  to  the 
family  the  sincere  sympathy  of 
officials  and  personnel  of  the  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries  Department  and 
in  a  message  to  his  widow,  de- 
clared that  Mr.  Brownell's  "contri- 
bution to  the  cause  of  conserva- 
tion will  long  serve  as  a  monu- 
ment to  his  memory". 

TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED   DURING 

MARCH 

Angling  Without  License 
Commercial  Fishing — No  License 
Possessing  Undersize  Game  Fish 
Possessing    Undersize    Commercial 

Fish 
Possessing    Over    Legal    Limit    of 

Game  Fish 
Taking    Game    Fish    With    Illegal 

Tackle 
Commercial    Fishing    With    Illegal 

Tackle 
Possessing  Undersize  Shrimp 
Possessing   Undersize    Crabs 
Hunting   Without   License 
Hunting  With  Unplugged  Gun 
Hunting  At  Night 
Hunting      Quail      During      Closed 

Season 
Hunting    Squirrels    During    Closed 

Season 
Hunting  Deer  During  Closed  Sea- 
son 
Hunting    Rabbits    During    Closed 

Season 
Hunting       Migratory       Waterfowl 

During  Closed  Season 

Hunting  Grebe 

Hunting  Song  Birds 
Trapping — No  License 
Trapping  Out  of  Season 
Buying  Illegal  Fur 
Selling   Game  Fish. 


4-H  Club  Train 
Carries  Exhibit 
On  Wildlife 

One  of  the  educational  exhibits 
on  the  special  4-H  club  train, 
which  made  a  week's  visit  to  towns 
and  cities  in  Louisiana,  during  the 
first  week  in  April,  was  furnished 
by  the  Division  of  Education  and 
Publicity  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department.  The  exhibit 
consisted  of  various  bird  and  mam- 
mal groups. 

The  train,  with  large  numbers 
of  exhibits,  was  a  traveling  exposi- 
tion to  acquaint  the  people  of  Loui- 
siana with  the  purposes,  aims  and 
good  work  of  4-H  clubs. 


CHIEF  BIOLOGIST  ATTENDS 
GATHERING  OF  SCIENTISTS 

Dr.  James  N.  Gowanloch,  chief 
biologist  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  attended  a 
meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  Southern  Association  of 
Science  and  Industry  held  in  Ash- 
ville,  North  Carolina,  April  10-11. 
The  conference  discussed  methods 
for  increasing  cooperation  among 
Southern  states  in  scientific,  edu- 
cational and  industrial  pursuits, 
and  in  general  for  further  develop- 
ment of  the  natural  resources  in 
the   South. 

Following  the  Ashville  meeting, 
Dr.  Gowanloch  along  with  James 
N.  McConnell,  director  of  the  Di- 
vision of  Oysters  and  Waterbot- 
toms  of  the  Department,  repre- 
sented the  State  at  the  annual  con- 
vention of  the  National  Fisheries 
Institute  held  in  New  York, 
April   14-15. 

TOTAL  OF   120  ARRESTS 
MADE    DURING    MARCH 

Agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  made  a  total 
of  120  arrests  during  the  month 
of  March.  The  arrests  were  made 
in  35  parishes  in  the  state.  Top- 
ping the  list  of  parishes  with 
largest  number  of  arrests  was 
Catahoula  with  23 ;  next  came  Con- 
cordia with  16,  and  Orleans  was 
third  with   10.   - 


The  cutting  teeth  of  beavers 
continue  to  grow  throughout  their 
lives. 
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FUR  DIVISION  PRAISED 

MORE  MUSKRATS,  LESS  REVENUE 


Louisiana  produced  more  musk- 
rats  on  its  state  owned  and  oper- 
ated game  preserves  during  the 
1946-47  trapping  season,  but  the 
revenues  were  less  than  last  sea- 
son according  to  a  report  sub- 
mitted to  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Commissioner  Luther  S.  Mont- 
gomery by  Armand  P.  Daspit, 
director  of  the  Department's  Fur 
and   Refuge   Division. 

The  report  for  the  entire  fur 
catch  in  Louisiana  for  the  past 
season  is  not  available  as  yet,  but 
it  is  probable  that  it  will  indicate 
an  increase  in  the  take  with  a 
drop  in  revenues. 

The  revenues  on  state-owned 
game  preserves  were  approxi- 
mately 24.15  percent  less  than  the 
previous  season,  and  this  is  due 
to  a  low  market  which  prevailed 
during  most  of  the  season. 

On  Marsh  Island,  State  Wildlife 
and  Rockefeller  Refuges  increases 
were  shown  for  all  fur  bearing 
animals.  On  Muskrats,  173,699 
muskrats  were  trapped  during  the 
1945-46  season,  while  199,580 
were  taken  the  past  season,  or 
an  increase  of  25,881.  On  mice, 
3,902  were  taken  last  season  and 
6,575  this  season,  or  an  increase 
of  2,673;  on  mink  997  were  taken 
last  season  and  1,399  this  season, 
or  an  increase  of  402  pelts;  on 
racoon,  1,756  were  taken  last  sea- 
son and  2,228  this  season,  or  an 
increase  of  472;  on  otter  33  were 
taken  last  season  and  35  this  sea- 
son, or  an  increase  of  2 ;  on  nutria 
35  were  taken  last  season  and  83 
this  season,  or  an  increase  of  48. 

In  the  matter  of  revenue,  last 
season's  take  brought  in  $239,- 
077.24,  as  compared  with  $181,- 
349.80  this  season,  or  a  decrease 
of  $57,727.44. 

The  Department  receives  35 
percent  of  the  fur  sale,  and  last 
year  its  35  percent  amounted  to 
$83,677.04  as  compared  to  $63,- 
472.43  this  year,  or  a  decrease  of 
$20,204.61. 

Trappers  on  the  game  preserves 
receive  65  percent  of  the  revenue 
from  the  sale  of  furs  and  their 
total  revenue  last  season  was 
$155,400.20,  as  compared  to  $117,- 
877.37  this  season,  or  a  decrease 
of  $37,522.83. 

On  the  Pass-A-Loutre  Refuge, 
there  was  large  increase  in  both 
take  and  revenue.  Otter  and  rac- 
coon showed  a  decrease  on  this 
refuge,  but  for  muskrats,  there 
was  an  increase  of  4,361  this  sea- 
son from  last  year.  Total  revenue 
from  sales  on  this  refuge  last  year 


One  division  of  the  Louisiana 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  Depart- 
ment has  attracted  nation-wide  at- 
tention by  the  manner  and  the 
system  in  which  its  records  are 
being  kept.  That  division  is  the 
Fur  and  Refuge  Division  headed 
by  Armand  P.  Daspit,  and  au- 
thority for  the  commendation  is 
Frank  G.  Ashbrook,  official  in 
charge  of  Wild  Fur  Animal  investi- 
gations of  the  Division  of  Wildlife 
Research  of  the  U.  S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service. 

Mr.  Ashbrook  was  in  Louisiana 
recently  on  one  of  his  periodic 
surveys  throughout  the  country, 
and  while  here  compared  Louisi- 
ana's methods  with  those  used  in 
other  states.  The  method  and  sys- 
tem of  collecting  severance  taxes 
on  furs,  the  system  of  conducting 
sale  of  furs,  the  method  of  collec- 
tion, and  the  thorough  system  of 
records  maintained  by  the  Division 
of  Fur  and  Refuge  were  highly 
commended  by  Mr.  Ashbrook  and 
said  by  him  to  be  better  than 
those  in  use  in   other  states. 

The  official  revealed  the  fact 
also,  while  in  the  State,  that  Loui- 
siana was  the  only  State  in  the 
nation,  which  owned  and  operated 
fur  refuges.  Mr.  Ashbrook  visited 
the  federal  refuges  while  in  Loui- 
siana. They  are  the  Delta  Migra- 
tory Waterfowl  Refuge  located  in 
Plaquemines  Parish;  the  Lacassine 
Migratory  Waterfowl  Refuge 
located  in  Comeron  Parish,  and  the 
Sabine  Migratory  Waterfowl 
Refuge  located  in  the  southwest 
portion   of   Cameron   Parish. 

Mr.  Ashbrook  revealed  the  fact 
that  instead  of  giving  trappers  65 
percent  of  the  revenue  from  the 
sale  of  furs  on  state  operated 
refuges  as  is  done  in  Louisiana, 
the  federal  government  divides  the 
furs  with  their  trappers  on  pelts 
taken  on  federal  preserves,  with 
trappers  getting  60  percent  of  the 
pelts  they  trap  and  40  percent 
going  to  the  Government,  except 
on  otters,  which  are  divided  50 
percent  each. 

In  a  recent  letter  Mr.  Ashbrook 
again  commended  Mr.  Daspit  and 
Miss  Margaret  Coogan,  his  office 
manager.  He  stated  in  his  letter  to 


was  $2,627.08,  as  compared  to 
$6,414.90  this  season,  or  an  in- 
crease of  $3,787.84.  Trappers 
participating  in  the  catch  on  Pass- 
A  Loutre  received  a  total  increase 
of  $2,296.47  from  their  65  percent 
this  past  season  over  the  previous 
season. 


Mr.  Daspit,  that  "the  system  you 
and  your  associates  have  de- 
veloped through  the  years  and  the 
one  in  force  now  to  manage  fur 
animals  on  state  lands,  which  in- 
cludes habitat  development,  trap- 
ping, handling  and  selling  furs,  is 
in  my  opinion  the  best  system  that 
has  been  developed  to  date. 

"This  has  been  accomplished 
largely  through  your  efforts  and 
your  years  of  experience  in  this 
field.  I  am  sure  that  the  state 
officials  in  your  department  and 
the  trappers  and  fur  buyers  in 
the  state  are  well  satisfied  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  fur  re- 
sources in   Louisiana  are  handled. 

"I  am  preparing  a  complete  and 
detailed  report  of  the  methods  em- 
ployed in  Louisiana  in  managing 
the  production  of  fur  animals  on 
state  refuges.  It  shall  be  my  pur- 
pose to  encourage  the  Service  to 
adopt  certain  methods  from  your 
system  so  that  we  can  benefit  from 
your  experience." 

OUACHITA  SPORTSMEN  ELECT 
NEW  OFFICERS   FOR  YEAR 

Roy  Q.  Cole  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  Ouachita  Parish  Sports- 
men's League  at  a  meeting  held 
March  24th,  succeeding  C.  C. 
Broadman.  Others  elected  were 
O.  S.  Thompson,  vice-president; 
O.  N.  McNeil,  re-elected  secretary 
and  Floyd  Martin,  treasurer.  Chair- 
man of  permanent  committees 
named  were  Paul  Martin,  publicity 
and  membership;  McVea  Oliver, 
legislative;  B.  L.  Graham,  conser- 
vation; John  Birdsong,  law  en- 
forcement, and  O.  L.  Wolf,  sports- 
manship. 

CHENIERE  FISH  AND  GAME 
PRESERVE  TO  BE  DEDICATED 

Plans  are  under  way  for  a  for- 
mal dedication  of  the  Cheniere 
dam  fish  and  game  preserve  in 
Ouachita  Parish  on  May  14,  with 
the  West  Monroe  Kiwanis  Club, 
acting  as  host  for  the  occasion. 

A  barbecue  will  be  one  of  the 
features  of  the  dedication,  accord- 
ing to  present  plans,  and  indica- 
tions are  that  the  event  will  be 
one  of  the  most  elaborate  of  its 
kind  ever  held  in  Ouachita  Parish. 

RAPIDES  PARISH  SPORTSMEN 
ELECT   NEW  OFFICERS 

New  officers  of  the  Rapides 
Parish  Sportsmen's  League  were 
elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  organi- 
zation  held   March   19th. 

Named  President  to  succeed 
Judge  Gus  Voltz  was  T.  Henry  Wil- 
liams. Lambert  Broadwell  was 
named  secretary  and  Dr.  Luther 
Stewart   was   elected   treasurer. 


NEW  SPORTSMEN'S  CLUB 
STARTED    IN    CALDWELL 

The  Caldwell  Parish  Game  and 
Fish  Association  was  organized  at 
a  meeting  held  in  the  courthouse 
at  Columbia  on  March  1th.  Prin- 
cipal speaker  was  Major  James 
Brown  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department  who  discussed 
the  restocking  of  deer  in  Caldwell 
parish. 

Elected  president  of  the  new 
organization  was  J.  D.  Caldwell, 
and  Johnnie  Calton  was  named 
secretary  -  treasurer.  Vice  -  presi- 
dents were  elected  from  the  vari- 
ous wards  in  the  parish  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ward  1,  J.  A.  Long;  Ward  2, 
F.  E.  Volentine;  Ward  3,  K.  E. 
Humphries;  Ward  4,  Guy  Alford; 
Ward  5,  Wilbur  Lee  May;  Ward 
7,  Tommie  McSween;  Ward  8, 
Jack  McClanahan;  Ward  9,  Dud- 
ley M.  May;  Ward  10,  Tom  Tingle. 

The  Caldwell  club  has  had  print- 
ed on  the  back  of  its  membership 
card  a  pledge,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"In  accepting  and  signing  this 
card  of  membership,  I  pledge  my- 
self, upon  my  honor  and  integrity, 
to  uphold  the  game  and  fish  laws 
of  our  parish  and  state,  to  report 
all  violations,  without  regard  to 
conditions  or  circumstances,  to  the 
proper  authorities,  and  to  support 
the  projects  of  our  organization  so 
far  as  is  within  my  means." 

NEW  SPORTSMEN  CLUB 
STARTED  IN  COUSHATTA 

Another  new  sportsmen's  club 
recently  organized  was  the  Red 
River  Parish  Wildlife  Association 
formed  at  Coushatta  at  a  meeting 
held  April   4th. 

C.  C.  Campbell  was  elected 
president,  Wm.  McLelland,  Jr., 
vice-president,  Harold  Carter, 
secretary  and  George  Williams, 
treasurer. 

Elected  to  the  board  of  directors 
were  Dr.  L.  S.  Huckbay,  Harvey 
Jackson,  Creighton  Bates,  Lewis 
Smart,  Ben  McFarin,  K  e  e  t  e 
Stothart,  John  Bundrick,  A.  M. 
Adams,  Selmo  Clinton,  W.  H.  Jack- 
son, Walter  Weaver,  Walter  F. 
Smith,  Doyle  Lafield  and  J.  R.  Mc- 
Ferrin. 

Speakers  at  the  meeting  in- 
cluded Sumpter  P.  Cousin,  Harry 
Hickman,  Claude  Hamel,  Charles 
L.  Home,  Percy  N.  Browne,  and 
J.  V.  McConnell,  all  of  Shreveport. 
Fifty-five  members  were  enrolled 
at  the  initial  meeting. 

The  Northern  Sea  Otter  cracks 
shell  fish  on  a  stone  held  against 
its  chest. 


